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The shingle bank had been breached at several 
points and the grazing marsh flooded. The wide 
breach that halted the team’s walk north looked 
chillingly reminiscent of a Scottish burn in full 
spate. The site’s Environment Agency personnel 
we encountered were sanguine and regarded 
this as superficial damage, as they expected 
the Dingle breaches would seal themselves in a 
couple of weeks - as before. But the same cannot 
be expected elsewhere.

- danger UXB - 

But it was not only masses of gravel, sand and 
sea lettuce that had been washed up. The team 
stumbled across a piece of jetsam - a heavily 
corroded mortar bomb (see below) and notified 

out and determined it didn’t pose any threat to 
the public. A relief, but it’s always better to be 
safe than sorry so, if you find yourself in the same 
position, dial 999 and report it.

Fortunately, shortly after this ‘emergency’ 
interlude, the team got back down to some 
serious birding and, in due course, the rumoured 
Hooded Crow was picked up - all got good views 
as it showed well between the gorse bushes. 

SOG Bursaries - update
The Bursary Committee has had its inaugural meeting at which it was agreed that the requirements specified in 
the Harrier #173 article required being added to. Thus the qualifying requirements now read:

•  The project must manifestly contribute towards the conservation of birdlife in Suffolk

•   The initial submission must include a detailed breakdown of expenditure

•   The work concerned should be completed within one calendar year of the Council’s decision 

•   A full write-up of the project (consisting of an overview/brief scientific findings paper 
quantifying the results) be submitted upon completion for publication in the Harrier or Suffolk 
Birds report. 

While the Committee only meets quarterly, you can rest assured that any requests for a bursary will be dealt 
with speedily.

Mortar bomb

There was even time for a little birding

Illustration credit:
Szabolcs Kokay (page 31)

the police about it at around 11:00 - as it was 
deemed an emergency, the police managed to 
pitch up almost two hours later. Finally, mid-
afternoon, the bomb disposal squad checked it 

A flock of around 25+ Twite had been sighted 
earlier and the day closed with a Med. Gull, 
Spotted Redshank and possible Firecrest in the 
conifers around the ruins of Greyfriars above the 
cliffs. This eventful beach exercise then closed 
with lunch at the Ship Inn, much enjoyed by all of 
the participants.



Bird Recorders
North-east Area Recorder:

Andrew Green, 17 Cherrywood, HARLESTON, Norfolk IP20 9LP
Tel: 07766 900063  Email: andrew@waveney1.fsnet.co.uk

South-east Area Recorder:
Scott Mayson, 8 St Edmunds Close, Springfields, WOODBRIDGE IP12 4UY 

Tel: 01394 385595  Email smsuffolkbirder@gmail.com

West Area Recorder:
Colin Jakes, 7 Maltwood Avenue, BURY ST EDMUNDS IP33 3XN

Tel: 01284 702215 Email colin@jakes.myzen.co.uk 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary
c/o 49c Oak Hill, Hollesley, Suffolk IP12 3JY

Council for 2013:
Officers  Members
Honorary President: Steve Piotrowski  Jean Garrod [to 2014]
Chairman: Roy Marsh  Craig Fulcher [to 2015]
Vice-Chairman: Steve Abbott  Robin Harvey [to 2014]
Secretary: Phil Whittaker   Scott Mayson [to 2015]
Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Matthew Deans  
Projects Officer: Gi Grieco 
Magazine Editor: Phil Brown
Website Co-ordinators: Gi Grieco/Phil Brown  Honorary Vice-Presidents
Publicity: Eddie Bathgate Jean & Ken Garrod
Food Monitor: Eddie Bathgate Mike Jeanes
Bird Report Editor: Nick Mason  Mike Hall
Outdoor Events Organiser: Gi Grieco  Robin Hopper
Indoor Events Organiser: Adam Gretton  Mike Marsh
 Philip Murphy
 



Suffolk
Ornithologists’
Group

Who we are
 Founded in 1973 by a group 
 of Suffolk birdwatchers

 Associated with the Suffolk Naturalists’ Society

 SOG remains an independent birding group and 
 is a registered charity

What we do

Networking
  A voice for Suffolk birdwatchers

  With established links to many naturalist and  
 conservation organisations

Media
  Strong web presence - www.sogonline.org.uk

  Active Twitter feed - @suffolkbirds1

  Quarterly magazine - The Harrier

  Annual review - Suffolk Birds report 

Trips and talks
  Annually (20+) field trips - ideal for  
 novices or experts and young or old  
 alike

  Opportunities to visit hot spots and  
 receive practical ID tips in the field

  Programme of talks and presentations - variety  
 of topics (county, national, or international)  
 with quality speakers

Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group

For birds & for birdersFor birds & for birders
SOG Registered Charity No. 871446

www.sogonline.org.uk

s - variety

Protecting birds
  Actively lobbies to protect habitats and birding   
 amenities
  Provides a county-wide field force of bird 
 surveyors (50+)
  Organises and promotes bird surveys
  Inspires and undertakes conservation projects
  Bursaries available
  Numerous conservation achievements:

- Contributed to 
 several species 
 breeding   
 successes (Barn 
 Owls, Peregrines, etc.)
- Undertakes 
 monitoring and   
 ringing
- Involvement on 
 community and education projects
- Organises and hosts dawn chorus walks
- Assists with fund-raising for bird hides
- On-going participation in key bird surveys for  
 the BTO, such as BBS, the Bird Atlas, the   
 Nightingale and Woodcock surveys and WeBS
- Provides surveys for environmental waste  
 companies


